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idits Afraid of Soldier
Jatrols Sent to Protect

Citizens.

lEGT TROUBLE TODAY
gar Outbreaks at the Cele¬

bration of National
Holiday.

(By Associated Press.)3BENTTO, Texas, Sopt. 15..
fSajy, cavalry and infantry patrols,iHlch^were rushed to this city during
the night, kept off a threatened attack
by Mexican bandits. Evidence of a

W0j§[tp|j terrorize the city were
* ngthened by reports to the army
patrols during the night of activities

Mexicans outside of the town.
r! Just before dawn the commandingifficer here suspected the time was
lue for the attack. Infantry details
yereisent out along the road for some
"itance from the town. No belliger-

t Mexicans appeared, S?oon after
inrise, San Benito resumed its nor-
Qalgaspect and residents who » had

icomeglnto town for the night started
"tac^to the country to resume work.

BENITO, Texas. Sept. 15..
[exicans here have told citzens about
"^fjOTganizatlon of revolutionists
chTplanned to make a demonstra-

>njat;some other place to draw the
is away from Sanbenerto and
Are into the town. For that rea-
iMhenerto will be closely guard-

I for several days.
.y patrols here. in.the immediate

oWdpd number thrfce companiesij&ntry and two troops of cavalry,
"ts have also been made ngalnstiwn^of^Iercedes, about 20 miles

oEShereiV;.
IRQWNSVILLE. Texas, Sept. 15..
0 companies of infantry were hur-

jj[0Ut>0f Brownsville last night for
fiwBenlto and Lyford, north of here,

Boj^reports that there was danger from
Mexican bandits near those places.

^Ith six Mexicans found dead, five of
em shot and one floating in the Rio

IJ&iraj&e, extensive preparation were
midrib;,prevent reprisals or out¬
breaks during a two-day celebration
ogfthe Mexican national holiday.

is celebration began according to
^jicau custom. One suspicious
iov&ment of armed men carrying red

flags on the Mexican side of the Rio
Grande was observed.
»P^ARED0, Texas, Sept. 15..Mexi-
jeans iliidden in the rushes on the Mex*
1/ican side last night fired about 50
ballots into the little town of Simon, 20
P unties up the river from Laredo and
Ireiftaenta deserted the town. Work-
| jlneii at irrigation pumping plants fled
and a hurry call was sent for troops,
ivalry? from Dolores was rushed to
S^acene, but no further shots w.ere

All cavalry stationed at Fort
itosh was ordered to patrol the

.tier'In every direction today.

PEOPLE'S FORUM.
¦Attention is called to an article

Ifinder "The People's Forum" in
/today's issue, dealing with the de-
jftlon of the Supreme Court in
itfie^charter case petition yester-

It is worth reading. The
firtlcle. will be found on page 6.

INUNDATES ADVISED TO DO THEIR

ndidates in The Vfs&t VirginianJ-* of Gold Contest should do
f^^beat this week during the Com-

^tiye^Period. They should see all
..sons who have promised their sub-
Option "later on." Show them the

y^ote schedule until the end of the con-
Bt Tell them what their subscrip¬tion will do this week as against what

""'"dofin the last week of the con-
Candidates should recall the
of the tortoise and the hare and

oember that a steady persisteno
"Jmost essential quality in the
keup of a successful candidate as

jtflas in other lines of endeavoT.
ofre who gets discouraged and
i|or think that they have a big
ngh lead to rest on their oara can-*'

ossibly succeed.
rhe Hare and the Tortoise.

*you remember the fable you were
Bt in school of the hare and the

_Jtofse? These two agreed to run a
tee, and, naturally, all the bets were
gaffo-favor of the nimble hare. Some

led the tortoise and told him
ilcmlly that they liked his nerve

putting himself against the swifter
fcfreAButHhe tortoise Just kept on

I muttering to himself his favorite mot-
Ito. "Slow but sure, slow but aure-E When they bad set Ottt it was but a

lw

American Woman is
Popular in Petrograd

MRS. PAUL BARTLETT.
Her husband was until recently a

member of the American embassy in
Petrograd, where she was very pop¬
ular, but as Europe is no longer a
pleasant place to visit, she is spend¬
ing this summer among Chicago's
swells at Lake Forest, 111.

PRE!EMMS
NO HOPE FOR PEACE

Women Peace Advocates
Lay Plan for Action

Before Wilson.

(By Associated Press.)
WASHINGTON, Sept. 15..Presi-

dent Wilson was told today by Dr.
Aletta H. Jacobs, of Amsterdam, Hol¬
land. that there is little prospect of
European peace in the near future.
Dr. Jacobs was one of the delegates
to the women's peace conference held
at the Hague several mouths ago and
later discussed peace with high offi¬
cials of various nations in Europe
with Miss Jane Addams, of Chicago.

Dr. Jacobs talked with the Presi¬
dent about the plan of the women
peace advocates for united action for
peace through the United States and
other neutral nations. She said later
she did not expect the President
would take an definite step in this di¬
rection immediately.

. o
WILL HOLD DANCE.

An informal dance will be held un¬
der the auspices of the Fairmont Alum¬
ni Association of the Phi Kappi Psi
Fraternity, at the Country Club, Fri¬
day evening, September 17th at seven
o'clock. This is one of a number of
like affairs held each year by the As¬
sociation at which the attendance in¬
cludes members of the fraternity from
various points in the State, and from
the chapter at the West Virginia Un¬
iversity. About thirty-five are expect¬
ed to be presenL

few minutes before the hare was out
of sight and the patient turtle laboringfar in the rear.
Wehn Mr. Lightfoot saw that there

was no one in sight he laughed and
stopped at the first wayside house for
lunch. This road house was called
Turnip Top inn and theh hare ate *
heavy luncheon and then took up the
course again, but he did not feel so
light now, and presently with a yawnhe lay down for "forty winks." Wak¬
ing much refreshed he loped easily
along until he came in sight of the
goal, when, what was his astonish¬
ment to see the plodding tortoise
creeping at the same steady gate at-
which he sat out within a few Inches
of the line.
A series of mad leaps brought the

hare In a trice to the judge's stand, bu\the race was already won by the tor*
toise.

The Tortoise.
The moral is plain. Keep going!

Never let a day pass without adding
something to your store. It will not
be giving yourself a fair chance if
you do not make the .best of each mo¬
ment of time, especially during the
next;few>dlT».

GERMAN FORCE
DRIVING SLAVS
iflSJWSE

Counter Attacks by Rus¬
sians Halt Advance in

Courland District.

EXPECT FIGHTAT VILNA
Important Arguments Are

Predicted Within Next
Fortnight.

(By AH»ocInted ProntO
LONDON, Sept. 15..While Field

Marshal Von Hindenburg's cavalry is
astride tlie ePtrograd railroad and
the Germans have made large cap¬
tures of prisoners and guns in C.our-
land the Russiaus are again counter-
ing these efforts not only by checking
attempts of the Austrians to resume
the offensive in Galicia, but by inflict¬
ing another reverse on the Austro-
German forces in this vicinity.

Svientsiany, where German cavalry
cut the railway in half, is between
Vilna and Dvinsk and about 400 miles
from Petrograd. The Russians assert
this raid by the Germans has formed
a dangerous salient ni. their line of;
which their opponents are likely to
take advantage.

It is clear whatever strategic moves
may be involved in this advance thai!
recent incidents indicate the near ap-1
proach of an important engagement in
the Vinla region which was predict-
ed a fortnight ago by General Polizan-!
off, minister of war.

Further along the line German ar¬
mies operating on both banks of the
Niemen have not yet formed a junc¬
tion and Russian.rear guards ar§,still,withdrawing eastward.

Russian military writers are warn¬
ing the people ont to expect too great
developments from the Galician of¬
fensive movement.

Discussion in the House of Com¬
mons today is to return from the ab¬
sorbing topic of conscription to the
voting of another huge war credit.

3,oooS1nlist
IN BRITISH ARMY

This Number Has Joined
Since War Began Says

Premier Asquith.
LONDON, September 15.Nearly

3,000,00 men have been enlisted for
service with the British army forces
since the beginning of the war, pre¬
mier Asquith announced in the House
of Commons today. German troops
ure pounding away at the Riga Dvinsk
line according to today's official state-1
ment from Berlin which showed sharp
fighting westward and southwest of
Dvinsk. Russians have been counter
attacking in the Vilya river districtfarther south where Vilna is at stake.
In the center the Teutonic forces are

presing on. Field Marshal von Mack-
ensen continues his advance on Pinsk.
On the southern end of the line, Rus¬
sian attacks were repulsed with san¬
guinary losses it is declared.
There has been a lessening of the

violence of the artillery engagements
along the Franco-Belgian front. Fight¬
ing with bombs, hand grenades or
miries in several sectors and some ar¬
tillery engagements comprise activi¬
ties reported in today's statement by
the French war office.

To Charleston.
Mrs. Maude Johnston and daughter,

Miss Norine, have gone to Charleston,
where they will reside. Miss John¬
ston having accepted the position of
first primary teacher in the Mercer
school at Charleston, rated as one of
the best schools In the state.
Miss Johnston bad been an efficient

teacher in the local school for three
years and her work was of a high or¬
der. Her going to Charleston was re¬
gretted by her many friends in the
city.

The Weather.
"West Virginia.Probably fair to¬

night and Tuesday; not much change
in temperature
Western Pennsylvania Unsettled

tonight; fair Thursday and lower tem¬
perature.

Temperature Today.
Recorded hourly at The West Vir¬

ginian office.
A.M. ,.| 8:00| 8:00 | 10:00 | U:00

I .84 I M I ¦: .87 I c-M
NOON.89.
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Germany Denies Responsi¬
bility in Note Handed

to Gerard.

THINK VESSEL HIT MINE
No Submarine in the Neigh¬

borhood at the Time,
Germans Say.
(By Associated Presn.)

WASHINGTON, Sept. .15..State de¬
partment officials commenting today
on the disclaimer of the Berlin gov¬
ernment that the Canadian liner Hes¬
perian was torpedoed said that InsiVn-cient evidence had been received uponwhich to bsse representation to Ger¬
many at this time. From the facts
at hand it was said no opinion could
be formed as to whether the Hespe¬rian was torpedoed or struck a mine.
If it could be determined that the
Hesperian struck a mine, officials saythere would be no means of fixing the
responsibility for placing the mine.

Diplomatic negotiations iu the Ara¬
bic case were in apparent lull today,
and Count Von Bernstorff, the Ger¬
man ambassador, had returned to his
summer embassy at Cedarhurst, L. 1.,
to await word from his government
regarding evidence in possession of
the United States concerning the
sinking of the vessel.

BERLIN, Sept. 15..:The Overseas
News Agency says it Is virtually cer¬
tain jhaj^olie-..^jeainBhlp Hesperian
was not sunk|by a German submarine
and adds: ''If, as was said by a Lon¬
don newspaper, one member of the
Hesperian crew pretends to have seen
a German submarine, this means noth¬
ing, as the explosion occurred at about
8:54 p. m. when It was dark. More¬
over it has'been vindicated recently
that when, an explosion had been
shown to have been due to a mine,
several so-called eye witnesses pre¬
tended to have seen the periscope of a
submarine."

BERLIN, Sept. 15..The German
Government, in a note from the for¬
eign Office to Ambassudor Gerard,made a qualified disclaimer of re¬
sponsibility for the sinking of the
steamship Hesperian. On the face of
the evidence thus far at hand the Gov¬
ernment is satisfied that the Hes¬
perian was not sunk by a German sub¬
marine.
The communication is a prelimi¬

nary note, which may be supplement¬
ed when all the facts iu connection
with the Hesperian incident are es¬
tablished definitely.
The note says:
"As we are informed from a com¬

petent source, the news already re¬
ceived, taken in connection with facts
officially known, seems to exclude al¬
most absolutely the possibility that a
German submarine could under any
circumstances have been concerned
in sinking the British passengei
steamer Hesperian.

Think Mine Responsible.
"Firstly, according to the pre-ar¬

ranged distribution, no German sub¬
marine should have been on Septem¬
ber 4, in that part of the ocean In
which the Hesperian sank.
"Furthermore, the explosion, accord¬

ing to descriptions received from
British sources, was of such a nature
as to indicate from its effects that it
was rather that of a mine of a tor-1
pedo." 1 |

Empress Besieged in
Long Island Castle

nnS.AUGUST.INE LE&A.UDY
Her husband, one time French su¬

gar king, afterward "Emperor of the
Sahara," recently organized a force
of messenger boys to lead them
against Phoenix Lodge, his Long Is¬
land estate, where she and their
daughter Jacqueline are facing star¬
vation despite the fact that Lebaudv
is many times a millionaire.

OPERATORS NAME
HE COMMITTEE

Members Will Confer With
Roads and Protest

Increase.

The proposed increase in the freight
rate differential of from 25 cents to
40 cents in favor of Ohio and Indiana
coal as against West Virginia coal to
Chicago and other western cities was
declared to be an unwarranted impo¬
sition on the West Virginia operators
at the meeting yesterday afternoon of
the Central West Virginia Coal Opera¬
tors' Association in the assembly room
of the Chamber of Commerce in Fair¬
mont.
A committee was appointed which

will couler with officials of the Balti¬
more & Ohio, the Norfolk & Western,
the Coal & Coke and the Kauawha &
Michigan roads for the purpose of
showing that any efTort on the part of
these roads to secure from the inter¬
state Commerce Commission permis¬
sion to increase the differential would
be unfair to the West Virginia opera*
tors.

It is pointed out that according to
a report in the Black Diamond thai
coal which will pass over a four inch
screen will be boosted to $1.50 per ton
at the Hocking Valley mines. Hock¬
ing Valley is one of the strongest com¬
petitors with North Central West Vir¬
ginia' in the western market ^nd not¬
withstanding the better grade of coal
mined here the local product must us
sold at a much, lower price on account
of the freight differential already ex¬
isting in favor of the Ohio operators.
If this differential should be increas¬
ed 15 cents a ton as proposed it is
said that West Virginia would be
forced out of the Western market and
as a result the eastern market and
the export trade would be glutted
with disastrous reductions in prices.

Alleged Thief Eats Snakes
Carries Bible, Outruns Ford

George Vondoz, aged 19, who carries
two Bibles in his pockets, which he
says he reads every night, was arrest¬
ed hy Chief of Police Fred S. Harr this
forenoon on a charge of larceny. Pre¬
ceding his arrest Vondoz had outrun
a Ford automobile, in which he had
been chased by a man who says he
was robbed.
Vondoz, who has been In Fairmont

for a week or more, says that during
the greater part of his life he has sub¬
sisted on a diet of snakes, which he
ate alive for the entertainment of pa¬
trons of various carnival companies
which have given him employment.
According to the Information receiv¬

ed* by the,police a young'man waa
seen several days ago to take a nickle
plated monkey wrench from an auto¬
mobile standing In Fairmont avenue
near Seventh street The next day
the same man is said to have taken a
leather bound book containing tables
of logarithms and valued at |4 from
the same automobile. Later he at-
tempted to; steal.a 125 camera'from
1&r.c*r,5butilled when he feared thatir-frTfiTr1 ..

he had been seen.
This forenoon the owner of the car

laid a trap for the thief by placing a
pocket book containing . a small
amount of money on the seat of the
car and then hiding on a porch nearby.
Vondoz is said to have taken the'pock-
et book and started down the }street
Teh owner; of-the car.started In pur-salt,' but Vondoz would hae escaped
had not CliiefjHarr taken part in the
chase.,

Chief >Harr ; recovered the stolen
property,.\the 'book being, found, bus*
ponded by a cord underneath theCoal
Run bridge.

"I placed it there for safe keeping,"said Vondox.
Vondos ..said that the Bibles had

been given him by;men in Clarksburg
at a religious meeting some time ago,and that he read them faithfully every
day. He says that heTis a Y. M. C. A.
member, andwthat~he attends services
regularly, He ls'alw^a ffritMul and
consistent church member, he says.,Voihd6slis";scheduled fn» - L-
fore Mayor Antho. *

Government Will Not Interfer|
the Efforts of Anglo-Frenqjjjj

Commissioners

/R\r Accnniofp/l Pvoee \

NEW YORK, September lo-The Anglo-FrencK'Finah-cial Commission heard today that German agents, alarm¬
ed at the momentum gazed in the last few (lays^>y a move¬ment to lend Great Britain and France a billion dollars to
he spent for supplies here, had instituted a counmamHHB
campaign against the flotation of the proposed ere

Prominent Merchant
is Caught With Booze
MORGANTOWN, Sept. 15..W. Nub-

buum, of Clarksburg, u merchant of
that town, and his chauffeur, John
Davidson, were arrested two miles
from Pt. Marlon just over the state
line by constables and county officers
and brought here". The two men in a
large touring car had about $75 worth
jof liquors consisting of 50 quarts of
wine, 90 bottles of beer and other[liquors in like amounts.
Arraigned before Justice S..A. Bar-

iker the men are charged with violat-
Ing the state prohibition laws. All the'
goods was labeled correctly but the
amount was so excessive as to cause
arrests.
Arraigned before the Justice Nus-

baum made affidavit ho was worth
$50,000 and that he owned real estate
in Clarksburg. He gave his personal
bond and Icrt his automobile here as
surety for his appearance before the
justice.

o..

20,000 Majority for a Dry
State Reported in

Election.

(By Associated PrewO
COLUMBIA, S. C., Sept. 35..Unof¬

ficial returns here early today from
all 44 counties of South Carolina in¬
dicate a majority of nearly 20,000 for
state wide prohibition in the referen¬
dum election held yesterday. Al¬
though returns were uot complete it
was said all but the smaller and more
remote precincts were In. So far the
votes tabulated today showed 33,483
for prohibition and 14,341 for the pres.
ent local option system under which
14 counties now operate liquor dispell-jsaries. Should the ofTiciai count;
show prohibition carried, the new law
will become effective January 1 next

It would prevent the sale of beersjand wines as well as liquors and Is/
said to be drawn as to leave but few
loop holes.

BEFORE SANITY COMMISSION.
Michael Bobchalk, the alleged wild

man of Hoult, who for the last two
weeks has been freightening women
and children, it is said, by appearing
in unexpected places without clothing
of any kind, was taken into custody
today by Sheriff C. Dx Conaway and a
hearing before the Marion county lu¬
nacy commission followed..
Benjamin S. Wilson, one of the wit¬

nesses for the state, declared that on
a number of occasions Bobchalk had
been seen running naked through the
bushes and that ho'had appeared at
the Wilson home frightening Mrs. Wil¬
son and her.daughter.
On several occasions' bloodhounds

were employed unsuccessfully to trail
the fugitive.

o
MAN 58 GOES TO COLLEGE.

CLARKSBURG, W. Va.. Sept. 15..
After almost 60 years' interruption.
James McDowell, aged 63 years, will
return to Washington ft Lee Cnlver-
sltyfln a few days to resume his stu¬
dies and prepare for admission 'to the
bar. He has been canTa&sing;in order
to secure funds -with which to pay bis
expenses. McDowell was a- student
at Washington ft Lee for, three years,
entering in .1870. General Robert*®.'
Lee waa president of tM ufiirerslty at
that time. When .hetcb^tetMjty*
coarse McDowell says . .-

-j
Some of these agontj^tie co

¦ sion was informed, were'1 know
¦men who had furthweSr?"

have

JGerman propaganda durffiHthe pret¬
ence in this countrjr^ofjDH Bernhar*

¦Dernburg ana furnishedftjii finance!
¦to maintain those agentg-wWdj mat-
Iter aroused the Inler&stfSfJthe com-
¦ mlssloners. The tnovemSrh fromI what the commission?) ®
¦ origin in the east and
Jlivlty In the middle' weeL
¦]u the large citiesvwhere ;tJ
¦German element Is. iconiidr
(numbers. ....

I Members of the conm
¦made no secret of tbelr/aj
¦ the widespread acllvltle
man -sympathizers norfoK

I"'"'"eus"*"0" Is 'inspireI Officials of Wall Streets''
Iclal Inatltutio | letofore «
¦pro Cerman, lmvc;ifdj5ffintS«

"""e

WASHINGTON, Sep^p_prn,..,.
¦ country. One man IhfMichigln wlfed ¦

"'at runs would he'started on i..v.

S'f""! In the;loan, and
¦ uould bo precipitated.

I»nic«

I., *° '"dicall0" or organli
¦ Hon. however, have been
¦ parent, officials assert.
I -N° Protest or eommunic
¦ any kind regarding theTpo"
¦ has come from the Gern

IKm"#1 lhe Am"t«n; government
I '8 said to have no present (nfon»i««
I Of Interfering with fhe effort o, S2I Anglo-French banking commSA'''

NEW YORK. sept. 15.The nm.
I German campaign against the fw?
Itlon of a billion dollar loanInI United Slates to Great Britain anil
1 Prance appeared todayfas assume cm.
¦ portions of a country wide nlot thnLr
lenlng the personalsafLtt
¦ members of the Anglo-P
I cial commission. .***$
I Members of the o
¦ doubled their body
| Itnown today. '

m

statemm..^¦1

I' baltimoreTim*
Jomptroller Emercon c. Harrfn

governor at the stati
day. ,ra

-SM.s^.'wr!
lorlty ofTfetS't116Sin'S,
conventlon. '.-whlchls to be held I
ify the choice of the people.
Ovlngton E. weller. chairman <

etate roads cnmmi*-'--
publican choice foi
nomination. ,'r:r?SaF

¦ice, i. o. o. r.
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